rT3 production in normal man, assessed from variations in serum rT3 during short-term rT3 infusion.
The metabolic clearance rate (MCR) of 3,3'5'-triiodothyronine (reverse T3, rT3) was estimated in normal human subjects by a modified noncompartmental method using the integrated increase in serum rT3 following intravenous infusion of 0.10 nmol/min rT3 for 4 hr. The MCR-rT3 was calculated to be 102.8 +/- 17.01/day and the daily rT3 disposal to be 33.0 +/- 9.5 nmol (mean +/- SD, n = 6). The MCR-rT3 compares well to that of previous studies employing tracer kinetic methods. The disposal rate of rT3 estimated in the present study is considerably lower than found in some previous studies. The discrepancy is due to differences in the measured levels of serum rT3 in normal subjects.